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Introduction
By January 1, 2002, all Community Based Residential Facilities (CBRFs) must have an approved fully
interconnected or radio-transmitting fire protection system in all required locations.

This memorandum outlines fire protection system requirements for CBRFs that must be in place by January 1, 2002.
Because these requirements are based on Wisconsin Statutes, Section 50.035, and to Wisconsin Administrative
Code, Section HFS 83.43, no waivers or variances will be provided. CBRFs must be in compliance with the smoke
detection, heat detection, and plan review submission described below by January 1, 2002. (Please note that the
Chapter HFS 83 code references pertaining to these requirements have been in effect since November 1996.)

Smoke Detectors
1. Section HFS 83.43(4)(b)1. and 2. All CBRFs shall have at least one smoke detector in each of the following
locations:

a. At the head of every open stairway.
b. On the hallway side of every enclosed stairway on each floor level.
c. In every corridor, spaced not more than 30 feet apart and not further than 15 feet from any wall or in

accordance with the manufacturer’s separation specifications.
d. In each common use room, including a living room, dining room, family room, lounge and recreation room,

but not including a kitchen, bathroom or laundry room.
e. In or near the living room of an apartment.
f. In all bedrooms.
g. In each room of the staff living quarters, including the staff office, but not including the kitchen or

bathroom.
h. In the basement or in each room in the basement, except a furnace room or laundry room.
i. In adjoining rooms where the shared openings have a minimum lintel depth of eight inches from the

ceiling.
j. In each compartment of any room if the openings between compartments have a minimum lintel depth of at

least eight inches from the ceiling.
2. Effective January 1, 1997, facilities were allowed a five-year extension to comply with the fire alarm system
requirements.
3. All CBRFs of nine or more beds are required to have an interconnected (hard-wired) detection system. CBRFs of
eight or fewer beds are required to have an interconnected or radio-transmitting detection system per Wisconsin
Statute, Section 50.035(2)(a)2.

Note: There is no statutory authority for facilities having nine or more beds to install a radio-transmitting smoke
detection system that is designed for larger facilities.

Heat Detectors
1. Section HFS 83.43(5)(a). All CBRFs shall have at least one heat detector integrated with the smoke detection
system at all of the following locations, or in accordance with the heat detector manufacturer’s separation
specifications:

a. The kitchen, when it is a separate enclosed room, or when it has a shared opening with a minimum lintel
depth of at least eight inches from the ceiling separating it from any adjoining room.

b. In any attached garage.
c. In the attic or in each enclosed compartment of the attic.



d. In an enclosed furnace room.
e. In an enclosed laundry room.

2. Section HFS 83.43(5)(b). CBRFs licensed before January 1, 1997, shall meet the requirements under par. (a)
within five years after January, 1997, or when any smoke detector of the smoke detector system in the facility on
January 1, 1997 needs replacement and new smoke detectors compatible with the smoke detection system currently
in the CBRF are not available and a new smoke detection system needs to be installed, whichever comes first.

Interdepartmental Code
Please be advised that the Department of Health and Family Services, Wisconsin Administrative Code, Section HFS
83.42 and the Department of Commerce, Commercial Building Code COMM 51.24, both have requirements
concerning fire alarm system design, construction, inspection, testing, and maintenance referenced in the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Standard 72.

Plan Review
Section HFS 83.56(2). Plan Review. All construction plans for new CBRFs of any size and any additions to existing
buildings shall be reviewed and approved by the Department before construction.

The Bureau considers the installation of new parts of the fire protection system to be an addition to the facility.

Any changes to the fire protection system require plan submittal and approval. For plan review assistance, please
call (608) 267-1442 and reference forms DSL-2333 for CBRFs attached to health care facilities or DSL-2496 for
freestanding CBRFs.

Follow Sections HFS 83.56(2) and (3) for plan review submission and fee requirements. You may wish to initiate
your plan review submission soon in order to meet the January 1, 2002 deadline for an installed and approved
system.

Fire Reporting
Facilities are required to report a fire to the Department within three working days after a fire event occurs on the
premises of a CBRF per Section HFS 83.19(3)(a). Facilities can report using various means:

1. Form DSL-2500 (attached) entitled "Fire Report"
2. Copy of Fire Department report
3. Facility letterhead describing the event with the administrator’s signature included

Summary
By January 1, 2002, all CBRFs must have an approved, fully interconnected or radio-transmitting fire
protection system in all required locations.

If you have questions, please contact the appropriate Regional Field Operations Director listed below


